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 Jefferson County Marine Resources Committee  
Port Commissioners Bldg.   

333 Benedict St, Port Townsend, WA 
January 8, 2019 Meeting Minutes 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Present: Absent: 
Gordon King, Commercial Interest, Chair  
Emily Bishop, District 1, Vice-Chair 
Ashley Mackenzie, District 1 
Jeff Taylor, District 2, NWS Rep. 
Frank Handler, District 2 Alt.  
Wade Crouch, District 3 
Sarah Fisken, District 3, NWS Alt. 
Al Bergstein, Environment  
Anna Bachmann, Environment Alt. 
Nam Siu, Marine Science  
Judy D’Amore, Marine Science Alt. 
Greg Brotherton, ex officio, BOCC 
Roy Clark, Recreation Alt 
Judy Surber, City of Port Townsend 
Neil Harrington, Tribal  

Shannon Davis, District 1 Alt. 
Andrew Palmer, District 2 
Jackie Gardner, District 3 Alt. 
Steve Tucker, Port of Port Townsend  
Troy McKelvey, Recreation 
 

Guests:   Staff:  
Betsy Carlson, PTMSC 
Tom Madison Shellfish Farmer    
Matt McCoy, Attorney for Tom Madison 
Ella Ashford, underwater robotics team 
Peter Rhines, PTMSC 
 

Cheryl Lowe, Coordinator; Robert Simmons, WSU Faculty 

    
Topic 
 

Update or Issue Decisions/Follow-Up Responsibility 
CALL TO ORDER  
GUEST 
INTRODUCTIONS 

Gordon King called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.  There was 
a round of introductions as guests were present. 

  A quorum was present.   All members – 
please sign in 
and record 
volunteer hours. 

AMENDMENTS 
TO/APPROVAL 
OF AGENDA  
APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES 
 

Gordon requested Ella be allowed to speak after approval of 
Minutes.  Nam moved to approve agenda as amended; seconded 
by Sarah.  Approved as amended. 
 
Gordon asked for amendments/approval of December minutes.  
It was noted Roy Clark is Recreation Alternate.  Nam moved to 
approve as amended; seconded by Wade.  Approved as 
amended. 

Nam Siu moved to approve as 
amended, Sarah Fisken seconded.  
Motion passed unanimously.     
 
Nam Siu moved to approve as 
amended. Wade Crouch seconded.  
Passed as amended. 

  
 
 
  
 

BoCC REPORT Commissioner Brotherton – Members welcomed Greg Brotherton, 
the new BoCC representative.  Greg is pleased to be part of 
MRC. This year, the County will be updating the Critical Areas 
Ordinance and Shoreline Master Program. Cheryl will arrange a 
meeting with Greg and Gordon to provide an overview of the 
MRC.  Others are welcome to attend.  

Cheryl will arrange a meeting with 
Greg and Gordon to provide an 
overview of the MRC.   

 

Ella Ashford – 
Student 
Ambassador 
PTHS STEM club 

Ella is a senior at PTHS.  In a recent competition the robotics 
team placed 4th in the world!  Students built a 10k ROV and 
would like to put it to good use in the community before they 
move onto their next project. Al added that he visited their lab 
and was very impressed.  Q&A on ROV specs, cameras etc.  
Possible range? Currently 75 feet (tether length) but theoretically 
could go to 500 feet.  Designed for use in the Puget Sound.  It 
can transmit live.  Bob suggested pre-project footage of PT sewer 
outfall.  Cheryl suggested scheduling a time for MRC members 
with a project idea to meet with Ella and look at possibilities.   

Cheryl will schedule a time to look 
at possible applications for the 
ROV.   

 

ADMINISTRA-
TIVE (Cheryl) 

NWSC Update (Jeff): This month’s web-meeting featured 
WDFW’s Hank Carson. Hank gave the Pinto Abalone presentation 
he had recently presented to this MRC. NWSC finances were also 
discussed. NWSC is looking at new funding sources in 
anticipation of federal cut backs. Tom Cowan and Lucas asked 
MRC members to speak with commissioners on importance of 
federal funding. Jeff has met with Kate Dean. Kate requested 
MRC draft a letter linking NWSC funding to adopted PSP 
strategies; she can then incorporate that into a letter to state 
legislators. Cheryl noted Jefferson MRCs current grant is good 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

All - Please 
report annual 
conference 
expenses to 
Cheryl. 
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thru Sept. 2019, however, the MRC may need to prepare for 
possible funding cuts in the 2020 budget. If NWSC goes away, 
funding for MRC staff would go away.  However, MRC is an 
advisory to BoCC. Coastal MRCs are funded by WDFW. 
 
Please report annual conference attendance to Cheryl. 
Caroline update? We expect an update from Ann Murphy soon.   
Al announced Phil Johnson passed away this morning.  Several 
members expressed gratitude for Phil’s years of service. 
 
Clallam MRC has invited Jefferson MRC members to attend a 
presentation on WA Dept of Ecology’s Geographic Response Plan 
(Oil Spill Preparedness). 
 
MRC presentations to BOCC and City Council – On Jan 22, 
Cheryl and Bob will speak to City Council during public comment.  
The two will thank Council for City’s participation on rain garden 
projects.  On Feb. 4 at 1:30, Cheryl and Gordon will provide a 
presentation to BoCC about MRC’s 2018 activities.  All are 
welcome to attend. In future, the Executive Committee 
recommends reporting to BoCC biannually vs. annually.    
 
Guest speakers at Feb MRC meeting:  Cheryl has arranged 
for Rich Childers on Ocean Acidification and Dana Oster, Marine 
Program manager from NWSC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Current and 
Upcoming 
Projects  

Education (Ashley) – Subcommittee met early December to 
discuss 2019 strategy.  Committee agreed to continue crabber 
outreach; digging for dinner; theater ads; updates to BoCC; 
place-based learning with PT Maritime Discovery Program; 
raingardens and voluntary no anchor buoy outreach.  Decided to 
scale back on WBF, share a booth with WA Sea Grant and WSU. 
Al recommended more radio outreach - he is DJ with KPTZ.  They 
are willing.  If you have suggestions for radio features let him 
know.  
Cheryl noted theater ads are now running at the Rose theatre 
and BoCC report has been scheduled. She expanded on the PT 
Maritime Discovery Program. Kitsap County and Oak Harbor 
schools will also participate!   
 
Shellfish Forum (Cheryl) - Subcommittee met yesterday.  
Confirmed 6/28 with NWMC 1-5pm. Group is now fine-tuning 
audience targets and assembling lists of topics and speakers.  
Meeting again in February. She will circulate Ron Thom’s 2017 
proceedings from eelgrass/aquaculture workshop.   
 
OlyOyster (Neil) - Cheryl and Neil recommend focusing on 
Quilcene and Disco and described location of test plots. For 2019 
suggest monitor all the test plots. Will need shell transfer permit 
to place clean shell in April in Discovery Bay. Volunteer 
opportunities include: survey in March; place shell in April; survey 
of 2014 restoration site in July and Quilcene surveys during very 
low tides. 
 
Rain gardens (Bob) requested volunteer to chair the 
committee.  2019 installation projects include:   
1) Lincoln and Adams (City and OCEAN Program students as 
partners) to be installed in April.   
2) Collaborating with County for Center Road north of Hwy 101 
near cemetery.  Estimating September installation.  
 
Maintenance needed for a few sites.  Currently our partnership 
has produced 8 rain gardens. Often adjacent homeowner or a 
Master Gardner will maintain but a few still need a volunteer 
‘steward’.  Bob would like MRC to step in and organize or recruit 
for maintenance.  Brief discussion ensued on importance of 
recognizing on-going maintenance commitments associated with 
projects. It was suggested that raingardens be a topic for an 
interview on KPTZ.   
 
No-Anchor Zones (Gordon) – Gordon needs to speak with Troy 
and Steve.  He is concerned about the state of some of the 
hardware.  Need to arrange replacement, ideally in winter. 
Cheryl has reapplied for renewal of the DNR right-of-entry permit 
for PT Bay buoy field, as current permit expires this year.  
 
Forage Fish (Jeff)- Found eggs in the last 2 months. Going out 
this Sunday. Cheryl requested copy of lab report. Another index 
site at Cape George was started by a Stream Steward/Beach 
Naturalist.  2019 sampling plan has not been solidified. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cheryl will circulate Ron Thom’s 
recommended 2017 proceedings 
from eelgrass/aquaculture 
workshop.   
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Fort Townsend (Wade) - Field visit a week ago Monday and 
took samples.  Have not received those results yet.  Oct - Nov 
results found forage fish eggs.  Going out again next Monday for 
January sampling.  Cheryl noted finding fish eggs in various 
sample sites, not the same location each time. 

Recent Meetings 
Reports 

NWSC - covered previously.  
Pinto abalone MRC comment Letter?  Cheryl asked if MRC 
wants to submit a letter of support?  Ashley called for question, 
Neil seconded - discussion ensued.  Gordon called for vote: 
passed unanimously. MRC needs a volunteer to draft the letter 
for MRC approval vote at February meeting. Cheryl to check into 
the protocols - does letter go to BoCC or directly to the agency?  
Al suggested if process is more complicated, please send a draft 
letter to all members so that we can send as individuals.  Al and 
Neil volunteered to draft comment letter for next meeting. Exec 
Committee or full MRC will review, depending on timing. 
 
DOE (Atlantic Salmon) comment letter - Do we want to 
comment either individually or as an MRC? Bob Simmons 
provided handout and overview of Ecology news release “Ecology 
boosts water quality protections existing Atlantic Salmon net pens 
- updated permits will regulate Atlantic salmon farming until 2022 
ban”. Nearest Farms are in BI and PA.  Discussion ensued.  Roy, 
Nam, Al and Gordon volunteered to watch Jan. 30 webinar and to 
report back at next meeting.  Bob will send link for ECY info. 
 
Mussel Watch report follow-up - Cheryl explained mussel 
watch program for benefit of guests.  Sample cages at 90 plus 
sites for 90 days.  All are pulled at the same time and samples 
sent to a lab through WDFW. MRC put out a cage near World 
Mark on west side of Discovery Bay. We received raw data 
results, expect full report from WDFW in Spring 2019.  In interim, 
Neil suggested comparing results to data from previous years. In 
addition to standard testing, MRC asked for aluminum in Disco 
Bay cage; raw data has been received.  (Tom Madison also 
received the data and it is available through public records 
request). Anna suggested Mats Mats and Oak Bay be included in 
next round. 
 
Strait ERN mtg report - Bob attended. Cheryl noted main thing 
was deciding how to allocate local LIO discretionary funding. Top 
3 recommendations: Clallam County Regional Stormwater 
Management Plan; Landowner outreach along Strait east of 
Dungeness Rivers; culvert replacement.  Funding goes to #1 and 
only rolls down if for some reason #1 doesn’t need funding. 
 
Point Hudson (Nam) - Interview in PDN of new Port Director re: 
replacement of the breakwater there. Currently rethinking in 
context of historical preservation.  Fact that they are rethinking it 
brings project back to forefront.  Nam encourages MRC to 
provide public input.  At very least find out more about what is 
being considered. Cheryl will check with Port about critical time 
line and request presentation at future meeting.  Emily noted 
article says build two years out and suggested checking in with 
historical advocates. 
 

Ashley Mackenzie moved MRC 
submit letter of support regarding 
WDFW Pinto Abalone listing; Neil 
Harrington seconded.  Motion 
passed unanimously.   
 
Cheryl to check into protocols 
regarding MRC letters of support.    
If letter goes via BoCC, Cheryl to 
send copy of draft letter to all 
members.   
 
Al and Neil volunteered to help 
draft the letter. Exec Committee to 
review or full MRC. 
 
 
Roy, Nam, Al and Gordon to watch 
Jan. 30 webinar and report back at 
next meeting.  Bob will send link 
for ECY info. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cheryl will check with Port about 
critical time line and request 
presentation at future meeting.  

 

Public Comment Tom Madison, Discovery Bay shellfish grower for over 30 years:  
In 2015 he witnessed a “huge environmental assault”. He 
brought his concerns to the group in January of 2016. MRC 
sponsored Mussel Watch testing when it was next available. Tom 
followed up with a pathology test that indicated toxic release.  He 
passed around oyster shell samples at the meeting. Tom said 
issues were identified at all the sites he’s monitored. In 2017 he 
did metal analysis of shells; it is ubiquitous in the Bay. It was 
proven that there were elevated levels of several metals in the 
Bay (copper, aluminum, zinc). Tom said analysis proves it was a 
recent release.  Tests by EPA.  Proven toxic release and it’s 
ongoing.  Tom has reviewed MRCs mussel watch data and he 
says it’s consistent with other testing.   
Tom has a clam lease at the south end of the bay. Olympia 
oysters on his lease area have died out. He hasn’t seen a set 
there in years.  Tom requested data on shell stacks at our 
monitoring sites.  Cheryl noted that the MRC has already 
provided all the data on shell stacks that the MRC has in our files, 
as per Tom’s public records requests. 
 
Betsy Carlson of PTMSC announced they have started a new 
project with WDFW to collect long-term data measuring clam 
shells (5 species) to see if any there is any erosion due to Ocean 
Acidification. This coming Sunday, Dr. Jan Newton with UW gives 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cheryl to send link to 
announcement of Ms. Newton’s 
presentation.  
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a presentation at the Chapel - Cheryl will send link.  
Al received copy of book entitled “Toxic Pearl” which he has 
donated to MRC library.  Self-published.  Bob and Sarah noted 
other useful sources on the topic. 

MRC Roundtable/ 
Announcements 

Cheryl asked for any volunteers for ROV follow up.  
Wade indicated he was interested in following up with Ella. 
 
Nam - Shore-friendly Program may be potential funding 
source. This program has been implemented in Kitsap and King 
Counties and is now inviting new grant proposals. Proposals due 
April 15.  Suggested having Kitsap come give an overview.  

  

 ADJOURNMENT Nam and Ashley moved to adjourn:  8:03     
 


