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 Jefferson County Marine Resources Committee  
Port Commissioners Bldg. 
333 Benedict Street, WA 

April 2, 2019 Meeting Minutes 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Present: Absent: 
Gordon King, Commercial Interest, Chair  
Emily Bishop, District 1, Vice-Chair 
Jeff Taylor, District 2, NWS Rep. 
Frank Handler, District 2 Alt.  
Jackie Gardner, District 3 Alt.  
Steve Tucker, ex officio, Port of Port Townsend  
Nam Siu, Marine Science  
Troy McKelvey, Recreation  
Roy Clark, Recreation Alt. 
Judy Surber, City of Port Townsend 
Neil Harrington, Tribal 
Sarah Fisken, District 3, NWS Alt. 
Wade Crouch, District 3 
 

Ashley Mackenzie, District 1 
Shannon Davis, District 1 Alt. 
Andrew Palmer, District 2 
Al Bergstein, Environment  
Anna Bachmann, Environment Alt. 
Judy D’Amore, Marine Science Alt. 
Greg Brotherton, ex officio, BOCC 
 

 
Guests:  

  
Staff:  

Lucas Hart (NWSC), Dana Oster (NWSC) 
Peter Rhines, Betsy Carlson 

Cheryl Lowe & Bob Simmons 

    
Topic 
 

Update or Issue Decisions/Follow-Up Responsibility 
CALL TO ORDER  
GUEST 
INTRODUCTIONS 

Gordon King called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.  There was 
a round of introductions as guests were present. 

  A quorum was present.   All members – 
please sign in 
and record 
volunteer hours   

AMENDMENTS 
TO/APPROVAL 
OF AGENDA  
APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES 
 

Gordon asked for approval/amendments to the Agenda.  Jeff 
Taylor added Kelp Monitoring Forum on April 18 at NWMC. Nam 
Siu moved to approve the agenda as amended; seconded by Jeff 
Taylor.  Approved.   
 
Gordon asked for amendments/approval of March minutes. 
Gordon noted that Taylor Shellfish is providing shell, but donation 
part is still under discussion.  Jackie requested correction to 
Clallam Crabber education location. Someone requested changing 
“Grounded” boat outside Boat Haven to “sunk”.   

Nam Siu moved to approve the 
agenda as amended; seconded by 
Jeff Taylor.  Approved. 
 
Jackie Gardner moved to approve 
as amended. Wade Crouch 
Seconded.  Motion Passed 
Unanimously.  
 
Cheryl to edit and finalize March 
minutes. 

  
 
 
  

PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

None.   

BoCC REPORT Commissioner Brotherton was unable to attend.      
ADMINISTRA-
TIVE (Cheryl) 

2019 NWSC – MRC Operating Grant RFP 
2019 NWSF Opportunity Fund Grant 
2019 NWSF Orca Grant Outreach programs 
 
Cheryl referred to materials previously sent via email. For the 
NWSC MRC Operating grant, the group needs to decide on 
projects for Oct 1, 2019-Sept. 30, 2020. She referred to the 
MRC’s Strategic Plan crafted in 2018. The MRC can confirm 
continuation of existing projects or discuss options.   
 
Cheryl previously sent draft budget to provide members with a 
sense of what we’ve spent on existing projects. If we are fully 
funded (i.e., $74,000) again next year the draft budget shows 
how the funds could be divided. If for some reason state funding 
does not come through, there may be an need to prioritize.   
 
Lucas added; Senate budget includes doubling State funding for 
NWSC for next biennium. Not in the House Budget currently. 
Senate Ways and Means Committee today. Next step is for House 
and Senate to meet and resolve their two budgets.   
 
In addition to State funding, we have two other NWSF funding 
opportunities.  2019 NWSF Opportunity Fund Grant and 
2019 NWSF Orca Outreach programs.  Cheryl led the group 
through a Flip Chart exercise:  
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1) Things we are currently doing that we want to continue:  
• Stormwater (rain gardens on-going maintenance);  
• Kelp monitoring;  
• Eelgrass buoys;  
• Oly Oysters;  
• Forage Fish monitoring;  
• Shoreline education and restoration (armoring);  
• Education and outreach (specific ideas for future 

efforts might include crab gear/ferry issues; Point 
Hudson/creosote, helium balloons, SLR) 

• Advisory - City and County SMP 
 
2) Other possibilities: 

• Derelict boats (educational info on process) 
• Shoreline Restoration - Cheryl suggested some ideas 

but grant funding may limit what can be done. 
• Point Hudson artificial reef - Nam  thought not much 

the MRC could do. Better suited to Scuba Alliance.   
• Point Hudson Mitigation Public Education? (Cheryl 

thinks it could fit into Education task) 
• City Sewer Outfall 
• Mussel Watch (approx. $3k) - Coordinate with 

Jefferson County Health (JCH). Could redo Discovery 
Bay and/or add more sites (outfall site)  

• Kelp restoration? (Nam added there is a bill in state 
legislative process to exempt kelp restoration from 
SEPA review) 

• Green crab monitoring? Cheryl noted other entities 
covering it; however, Jackie and Neil reported that 
Sea Grant may not have funding to carry on with the 
volunteer monitoring next year. MRC could take over 
volunteer coordination. Neil described WDFW and 
Tribal efforts and thought MRC could possb. 

Public Comment Robbie Robichaux interrupted the meeting to tell Steve (Port of 
PT representative) that he will be reporting to OSHA tomorrow 
about bright boat welding occurring in Boat Haven. 

  

ADMINISTRA-
TIVE (Cheryl) 
(continued) 

Continued discussion - Whatever we select must be consistent 
with NWSC goals. Re: question of matching funds, we have not 
had a problem having enough matching funds in past years.  
Cheryl discussed budget for the existing projects. She noted  
Stormwater and Oly oyster tend to be highest.  Forage fish is 
very low cost.  In response to questions, Cheryl reported Lisa at 
NWSF has been following up with previous Shoreline Landowner 
Workshop attendees and found the workshops have changed 
behavior.   
 
In Cheryl’s estimation, we are at capacity - if we put something 
on our list, something needs to come off unless it’s 
research/advisory and members take on the work (Cheryl’s time 
is limited). Internships increase MRC capacity but also require 
someone to manage/mentor them. 
 
In response to Oly Oyster proposed budget question: 2018-2019 
cost included permit/SEPA review at Jefferson County. Cost in 
2019-2020 should be substantially less. 
 
Suggestions:  

• Green Crab monitoring - Opportunity Fund 2020 
• Derelict Boats - Gordon suggested he and Steve 

continue to research  
(Bob Simmons joined the meeting) 

• Eelgrass buoys – we mustn’t lapse on maintenance 
 
Q&A: Kelp monitoring- is that still in kayaks or have protocols 
changed? If so, does that change costs? - Cheryl lumps citizen 
science/monitoring together in the budget. In two-weeks we will 
know more if there are changes in protocols. Emily does not 
anticipate any big changes.  
 
Summary for Operating Grant - Retain existing projects. Cheryl 
will use current budget as a template. She asked should we 
prioritize if budget cut. Lucas suggested that could be addressed 
at a subsequent meeting if necessary.  
 
Other grant opportunities:  

• NWSF Opportunity Fund has up to $10,000 for this 
calendar year. MRC can propose a project and/or 
could apply for assistance of “Foundation fellow” 
managed by NWSF.   

• Orca Grant - Education related to State’s ORCA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2019 NWSC – MRC Operating Grant 
RFP - Cheryl to use current budget 
as a template. 
 
 
 
Bob suggested a part-time person 
to coordinate rain-garden 
training/maintenance volunteers. 
He will draft the NWSF Opportunity 
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recovery efforts.   
 
If we want to go for these grants, we’d need a volunteer to make 
the application.  
 
Pros and cons of intern were discussed.  
Given the MRCs calendar this summer, we have a full plate. 
 

Fund and/or Orca grant 
application(s) and Nam and Wade 
will review.  
 

Current and 
Upcoming 
Projects  

Kelp Monitoring - (Jeff) Subcommittee met last month. Helen 
Berry and Susan Schull looked at the data which seems to 
suggest that the bed shrank. MRC subcommittee doesn’t think 
so. They will adjust the monitoring methods using lay lines and 
GPS and they’ll add monitoring in the higher intertidal.   
 
Dig for Dinner/Crabber Ed (Jackie) Under the grant for 
Crabber Education, we are sharing intern with Clallam (who is 
advertising for the intern positions. Jackie will work with Roy and 
Troy to coordinate outreach sessions. Grant calls for inviting 
elected officials to witness derelict gear removal, including 
CountyCommissioners or our State Representative. (Tharinger or 
Van de Wege were suggested). Jackie will follow through with 
invitation. 
 
Digging for Dinner – Cheryl reported Ashley is working on it. Date 
set for May 10 in Quilcene.   
 
Shellfish Forum (Jackie) – Subcommittee met today. Tying 
down presenters and program. Cheryl announced confirmed 
speakers and forum format. Goal is general education on shellfish 
aquaculture.  
 
Forage Fish Jeff sampled last week. No results yet. Seems to be 
a herring bloom in Discovery Bay today. 
 
Outfall (Nam) no meeting updates. Will coordinate with group. 
 
Raingardens (Bob) End of this month rain garden install at 
Lincoln and Adams. He will be looking for volunteers for April 29 
and 30th. He received County plans for their work on Center 
Road for future raingarden on Tom Brotherton’s property.   
 
Oly Oyster (Neil) He and Chris Eardly will conduct baseline 
monitoring in Discovery Bay April 10 with volunteers. April 22 
we’ll spread shell from Taylor Shellfish. Future work not yet 
scheduled for Quilcene Bay. Cheryl - due to renew permits. Cost 
is not much but time investment. 
 
Shoreline Armoring - no report 
No Anchor Zones - no report - Troy did check on them. Just 
the one missing from PT Bay at south end. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jackie will follow through with 
invitation to elected official(s) to 
witness derelict gear removal.     
 
    

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Recent Meetings 
Reports 

NWSC (Jeff)- Jeff attended the two-day retreat end of last 
month. Take-aways: Clarification of NWSC, NWSF relationship 
was useful, with Ann Murphy providing history. They will be 
working on messaging for this topic. Jeff also got clarification on 
how monitoring fits into “Actions to Impacts” analysis that Dana 
is working on. Also, a discussion about MRC’s need for 
considering core competency about communications and 
outreach when looking for new members. Nicole will be providing 
notes on main points to help NWSC representatives communicate 
with their MRCs. 

  
 
 
 
  
 
 
    

 

Public Comment Betsy Carlson- PTMSC raised 3 tanks of baby abalone over the 
last year.  Funded by PSRF.  They will be planted in an 
undisclosed location - almost 1000 of them! BioBlitz event and 
Beach cleanup day at Fort Worden. PTMSC open all week. 
Looking at OA by looking at shellfish collected by WDFW - 
ongoing monitoring. Intertidal monitoring now starting up if 
anyone interested. Injured Elephant Seal by Beckett Point may 
have been attacked by a transient Orca.   
Two upcoming meetings on Pier Reconstruction -  

• April 9, 4-6pm. Focus on PTMSC perspective 
• April 18th at 6pm. Info from WA State Parks planners 

   

 
 

 

MRC Roundtable/ 
Announcements 

Cheryl: Beach Naturalist Course has two great speakers coming - 
she sent invite. One on OA and one on Sea Level Rise. 
Nam: May 1 7:30-8:30 - Wilderness Wednesdays at Disco Bay 
Detour. He will speak on nearshore harvesting. 
May 28 6-9 Algae Pressing in Bremerton, space is limited. See 
Kitsap WSU extension to sign up.   
April 18 Kelp Forum 11:00-4:30 - contact Dana at NWSC. full.   
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Jeff - Caroline Gibson attended the NWSC retreat.   
 ADJOURNMENT Meeting was adjourned at 8:04   

 


