
 

Shellfish Aquaculture 
Educational Forum 

 
 
Program Agenda 

 
1:00 pm Welcome and Introductions (Samantha Thomas & Cheryl Lowe) 
 
Basic Ecological & Cultural Aspects of Shellfish Aquaculture 
 
1:15pm Jodie Toft, Deputy Director, Puget Sound Restoration Fund  

Various nearshore habitats, the role of shellfish in the food web, what ecosystem 
services they provide and highlights of a few research efforts about the habitat function 
of shellfish aquaculture as compared to eelgrass or other nearshore habitats or species.        

 
1:40 pm Kurt Grinnell, Jamestown S’Klallam 

Historical and social context for shellfish aquaculture, emphasizing tribal cultural and 
economic perspectives.  

 
2:00 pm Dave Steele, Rock Point Oyster Co 

Local commercial grower perspective about the shellfish aquaculture business (what it 
takes to operate, how long it’s been there, challenges and economic perspectives.)  
 

2:20 pm Bobbi Hudson, Director, Pacific Shellfish Institute.  
Bobbi will highlight a variety of research studies about food web modeling, impacts of 
shellfish aquaculture to marine species, eelgrass and other habitats; and species-at-risk. 
She will also address best management practices and future data gaps/research needs.   

 
2:45 pm Reflection/Questions  
 
3:00 pm Break 
 
 
Regulatory Considerations 
 
3:15 pm Amy Carey, Sound Action 

What environmental permits are required for shellfish aquaculture? How do significant 
regulatory gaps present risks to nearshore habitat, food webs and ecosystem 
components that are critical for forage fish, salmon and endangered orcas? Amy will 
discuss a general outline of the regulatory process and why improvements are needed.  

 
 



3:35 pm Rick Mraz, WA Dept of Ecology  
What is the current framework for aquaculture regulation in Washington State? Rick will 
describe the regulatory role of various agencies. Which agencies are involved & why it is 
part of their purview? Who decides specific conditions/mitigation of leases or operating 
permits and what are opportunities for public input? 

 
3:55 pm  Dave Kangiser & Mark Toy, WA Dept of Health 

What is the DOH Shellfish Program?  What do they monitor and why? Dave and Mark 
will describe the role of Department of Health in protecting human health through a 
wide range of programs from sampling biotoxins to developing predictive models.  

 
4:15 pm Reflection/Questions 
 
4:25 pm Break 
 
 
Panel and Concluding Remarks 
 
4:35 pm Speakers Panel 
 
5:00 pm Concluding comments, acknowledgements, adjourn.  
 
 
 


