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 Jefferson County Marine Resources Committee  

Port Commissioners Bldg. 

333 Benedict Street, WA 

February 4, 2020 Meeting Minutes 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Present: Absent: 
Neil Harrington, Tribal, Co-Chair 

Frank Handler, District 2 Alt., Co-Chair 
Solenne Walker, District 1 

Emily Bishop, District 1 
Ray RaLonde, District 1 Alt. 

Brenda Johnson, District 2 
Jeff Taylor, District 2, NWS Rep. 

Sarah Fisken, District 3, NWS Alt.  
Betsy Carlson, Envir/Conserv 
Bryan DeCaterina, Env/Conserv Alt. 

Pam Petranek, ex officio, Port of Port Townsend  
Gordon King, Commercial Interest 

Nam Siu, Marine Science  
Brent Vadopalas, Marine Science Alt. 

Greg Brotherton, ex officio, BoCC 
Troy McKelvey, Recreation 

Roy Clark, Recreation Alt. 
Judy Surber, City of Port Townsend 

 

Heather Burns, District 3 

 

 
Guests: Roy Hayes, Jan North, Denis Wang, Kris 

Clark, Joanne LaBaw, Frank Pupava, Lucas Hart, 
Wade Crouch, Scott Pearson 

 
Staff: Bob Simmons, WSU Staff 

Monica Montgomery, MRC Coordinator 

 
 

 

 
Topic 
 

Update or Issue Decisions/Follow-Up Responsibility 

CALL TO ORDER  
GUEST 
INTRODUCTIONS 

Co-chair Frank Handler called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.  
Welcomed new MRC Coordinator, Monica Montgomery.  She gave 
a brief overview of her professional experience and education.  

There was a round of introductions as guests were present. 
 

  A quorum was present.   All members – 
please sign in 
and record 

volunteer hours   

AMENDMENTS 
TO/APPROVAL 

OF AGENDA  
APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES 
 

Frank asked for approval/amendments to the Agenda.  Jeff 
Taylor moved to approve with the asked for 5 additional minutes 

for NWSC meeting report.  Nam Siu moved to approve as 
amended, seconded by Gordon King.  Approved as amended. 
 
Betsy Carlson moved to approve January Minutes with a revision 
to reflect that she arrived on time.  Seconded by Troy 
McKelvey.  Approved as amended with Gordon abstaining as he 
was absent in January. 
 

Nam Siu moved to approve agenda 
as amended.  Gordon King 

seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
Betsy Carlson moved to approve 
January Minutes with one 
revision.  Seconded by Troy 
McKelvey.  Approved as amended 
with Gordon abstaining.  
 

  
 

 
  

PUBLIC 

COMMENT 

None. 
 

  

BoCC REPORT Commissioner Brotherton – Short legislative session.  Last month 
he noted Shore armoring bill proposed by State SB6147 - he has 
researched it.  It would amend an existing RCW to prioritize 
removal of shoreline armoring.  Other bills of note HB2427 adding 

Climate Change to GMA.  HB2550 going from no net loss to net 
ecological gain.  He would love to discuss further in future.  Penn 
Cove mussels will move out of Quilcene Bay - he would like a 
future speaker on the topic.  Gordon noted Skokomish Tribe had 
objected to Penn Cove’s permit extension.  Neil noted that though 

he is “tribal rep” he only represents Jamestown S’Klallam 
Tribe. Gordon will call Brotherton to discuss further.  County 
wrapping up CAO Ordinance update.  Beginning SMP periodic 
review.  Proposing a citizen advisory group to help identify issues 
to focus on the SMP.   
Tom Madsen approached Commissioner Brotherton with 

concerns that MRC volunteers may have crossed private property 
on lower Discovery Bay - Bob noted NWSF has a grant for that 
area.  Sarah noted they may have inadvertently strayed off-

    
 
Staff to schedule speaker on Penn 

Cove topic. 
 
 
 
 
Gordon to call Commissioner 

Brotherton re: Penn Cove 
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site.  Boundary is unclear.  For now, the NWSF and MRC has 
abandoned the site. 
 

Speaker: Scott 
Pearson (WDFW) 

Speaker: Scott Pearson (WDFW) – Topic: Pinniped diet, 
abundance and trends in the Salish Sea 
A controversial subject and becoming more heated overtime.  We 

continue to learn more.  Scott is a research scientist in the 
habitat program.  He provided an overview of status of pinniped 
in WA state. The pinnipeds of focus are harbor seals, Stellar sea 
lions and California sea lions since they have the greatest impact 
on salmon populations.  Tonight, he will focus on harbor seals 
including their abundance, range, stocks, habits, diet, 
etc.  Trends since the Marine Mammal Protection Act 20 years 
ago, population grew and then began to level off.  In 2000 
surveys stopped with the exception of opportunistic survey 

2010.  In 2019, with tribal funding, conducted another 
survey.  Based on last two surveys, it appears the population has 
stabilized.  Scott responded to questions about Transient Orca 
eating harbor seals and survey methods.   Stellar sea lion 
population continues to grow. California sea lion populations hit 
asymptote (population stabilized).   
 
In re: diet, concern that pinnipeds diet includes Chinook and 
Coho salmon.  He noted predation is only one of many factors 
affecting salmon recovery.  It’s a complex food web.  2016 paper 

by Chasco et. al. found pinnipeds consumption of salmon had 

increased significantly in recent years and that their consumption 
accounts for more than killer whales.  But the paper was 
criticized.  New model developed.   Found diet varies significantly 

by season and location, males vs. females.  2016-2018 sampling 
focused on juvenile salmon consumption.  Highly diverse 

diet.  Juvenile chinook salmon only about 1-2% of their diet.  So 
why the concern?  Calculated that out, it’s about 1,425,000 

juvenile chinooks eaten per month.   But fish size has a large 

influence on the consumption estimates.  Working on draft paper 
now that takes size of the Chinook into account.  If we do 
something about harbor seal population, could we alter salmon 
mortality trends, or would they simply be eaten by something 
else?   Q&A ensued.  Seals are being euthanized at Willamette 
Falls and Bonneville Dams.   
 

  

Recent Meeting 
Reports 

January NWSC Meeting (Jeff) - NWSC has rescheduled January 
symposium to April 3 at Padilla Bay for all MRCs to gather and 

share projects.  Dana Oster is requesting MRC comment on the 
drafted agenda.   

WebEx March 6 on Kelp data updates.  Kelp workshop on 
recovery and ecology to be held either March 5 or 13.  Contact 
Jeff if interested.   
Annual NWSF and NWSC retreat upcoming.  Jeff asked for time 

on March agenda to gather input in advance of the annual 
retreat.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

Current and 

Upcoming 
Projects  

Sewer Outfall - no report.  

 
Rain Garden (Bob) Next planting will be in Cape George.  Bob is 
preparing for 2-day training for landscape professionals and 
volunteers.  March 24 and 31.  Second project, he is in dialogue 
with City to see if they want to continue the relationship to 
accommodate partnership.   
 
No Anchor Zones (Troy) - Nothing at Mystery Bay.  Lost a 
marker buoy at end of Boat Haven, that’s two now.  We have 
coordinates of the anchor locations.  Need to get the GPS from 
WSU.  Bryan may have a boat available.  Gordon and Troy will 
coordinate.   

 
Crabber Outreach (Roy) - no report. 
 
Kelp Monitoring (Emily) - She was contacted by an individual 

interested in a scuba survey to assess sea stars in the area that 
may be impacting kelp.   

 
Forage Fish (Jeff) Survey delayed.  Will conduct in next couple 
of weeks.   
Frank noted two new volunteers came out of Beach Naturalist 
Class. 
 
Oly Oyster (Neil) Got permits from ACOE for Discovery 
Bay.  Will figure out a schedule and coordinate volunteers to 
spread the shell.   

 

 
 
Master copy of the GPS coordinates 
to be kept by WSU staff. 
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PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

Public Comments - Lucas: NWSC hired a new communications 
and outreach coordinator, Katie Harris.  Job listing for ecosystem 
coordinator recently closed.  This is a temporary position to help 
Dana.  Bills of note, one mentioned previously:  HB550 and 
HB2769 on Derelict boats and lifting spending caps.  SB6213 to 

phase out polystyrene.   
 
As Jeff mentioned, NWSC is asking MRCs to respond to a series 
of questions in advance of the annual retreat.   
 
PSP Day on the Hill in late April - Lucas will attend and share our 
stories. 
 
NWSC will contract for communications review of NWSC.  Last 

one was 2009.   
 
Gordon is working with Dr. Rosalyn Schoff who may be speaker 
on plastics.   
 
Solenne gave additional info on the Derelict Gear Program. She 
will provide a handout.  This could be a great resource for WBF.  
 

  

MRC Roundtable/ 

Announcements 

Roy had 2 recreational announcements:  

     February 1 Black Mouth salmon season opens. 
     2/29 Shipwrights Regatta  

 
2/9 Neil Harrington will speak at Future Oceans series at the Fort 

Worden Chapel.  Topic: Biotoxins. 
 

Bob:  
1) Monica Montgomery was selected from 16 applicants.  As part 
of the interview process, Monica provided an exceptional 
presentation on Eelgrass. She officially started 1/27/20.   

2) Thanks to Judy who will step down as minutes taker.   
3) COAST seabird survey team 2/22 training in Quilcene. Flyers 
available.  Contact Jackie Gardner if interested.  Bob will send 
electronically. 
 
Neil:  Asked Denis for more information on his group – Denis is 
member of the Small Craft Association, a group interested in 
boats under 20 feet, many of them handcrafted.  Very active 
group.  They are interested in community service opportunities.   

 
2/14 Ray Troll and the Ratfish Wranglers at the Palindrome.  
 

   

 ADJOURNMENT Meeting was adjourned at 7:56 
 

  

 


