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 Jefferson County Marine Resources Committee  

Port Commissioners Bldg. 

333 Benedict Street, WA 

March 3, 2020 Meeting Minutes 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Present:  
Neil Harrington, Tribal, Co-Chair 

Frank Handler, District 2 Alt., Co-chair 
Emily Bishop, District 1 

Solenne Walker, District 1 Alt. 
Brenda Johnson, District 2 
Jeff Taylor, District 2, NWS Rep. 

Betsy Carlson, Envir/Conserv  
Bryan DeCaterina, Env/Conserv Alt. 

Pam Petranek, ex officio, Port of Port Townsend  
Greg Brotherton, ex officio, BoCC 

Troy McKelvey, Recreation 
Roy Clark, Recreation Alt. 

Judy Surber, City of Port Townsend 
 

Absent:  
Nam Siu, Marine Science  

Ray RaLonde, District 1 
Gordon King, Commercial Interest 

Brent Vadopalas, Marine Science Alt. 
Sarah Fisken, District 3, NWS Alt.  
Heather Burns, District 3 

 

  
 
Guests: Dave Peterson (arrived 6:33pm, departed 

7:25pm) 

 
Staff: Monica Montgomery, MRC Coordinator 

Cliff Moore, WSU Faculty (arrived 6:35pm, departed 
7:25pm) 

  

 
Topic Update or Issue Decisions/Follow-Up Responsibility 

CALL TO ORDER  
GUEST 
INTRODUCTIONS 

Co-chair Neil Harrington called the meeting to order at 06:02 PM.     A quorum was present.   All members – 
please sign in 
and record 
volunteer hours   

AMENDMENTS 
TO/APPROVAL 

OF AGENDA  
 
APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES 
 

Neil asked for approval/amendments to the Agenda. Greg 
Brotherton moved to approve with the addition of introductions, 

which was seconded by Troy McKelvey. Approved as amended.  
 
Neil asked for a revision of the February minutes to delete where 
his name is listed before Frank’s under Amendments to/Approval 
of Minutes. The text should read: Co-Chair Frank Handler called 
the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.  
 
Commissioner Brotherton noted that the house bill regarding 
adding climate change to the GMA is HB2427, not 2447 as listed 

in the minutes.  
 
Judy Surber clarified for the group that the MRC staff usually 
makes any proposed changes to the meeting minutes.  
 

Greg Brotherton moved to approve 
the agenda as amended. Troy 

McKelvey seconded. Motion 
passed.  
 
 
 
Jeff Taylor moved to approve 
February minutes with two 
revisions. Seconded by Roy Clark.  
Motion passed.   

MRC staff is 
responsible for 

making any 
changes to 
monthly minutes 

PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

None. 
 

  

BoCC REPORT Commissioner Brotherton – Update on state legislature: 
SB6147- Passed senate and is on floor of the house. This bill 

would require shoreline landowners to consider more natural 

options to shoreline armoring.  
HB2427- Passed the house and is currently in committee. This bill 
regards adding climate change to the Growth Management Act 
(GMA). Moving slowly. 
HB2550- This bill addresses changing policy from no net loss to 
net ecological gain. The bill is dead, but a study will start this 
year to assess feasibility. The county received feedback from the 
Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe (PGST) on Critical Area Ordinances 
(CAO), asking that ecological gain be used as the standard. 

HB2769- This bill concerns prevention of derelict vessels. 
 

Commissioner Brotherton attended a CAO meeting last night, 
for which written feedback will be accepted until 3/4/20 at 
4:30pm. He reported that it was good to get feedback, and there 
did not seem to be as much pushback as there has been 
previously. County officials are fans of adaptive management, but 
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that can be difficult with limited resources. CAO comes out of 
GMA, and has precedence over GMA.  
 
Commissioner Brotherton attended a meeting with WA State 
Department of Ecology (Ecology) regarding the Shoreline 
Master Program (SMP) for a periodic update. He reported 
that it went great. Also in attendance were Tim Gates (policy 
manager) and Michelle McConnell (local partner), to collaborate 
with Ecology. County representatives expected to make a case 
for easing the burden on builders. Ecology, however, came with 
data on shoreline permits Jeff. Co. has issued, saying that Jeff 
Co. had way too many conditional use permits for mooring buoys 
compared with other counties. Usually 60% of permits issued are 
shoreline development permits, but the ratio in Jeff. Co. is 
“upside down,” meaning that too many permits in Jeff. Co. are 
conditional. Ecology will work with Jeff. Co. to ease regulations. 
No net loss is the golden rule but it is heartening to go into the 
SMP update with Ecology on the same page.  
 
Neil clarified understanding of the numbers on the handout Greg 
passed around demonstrating the ratio of use permits. Too often 
Jeff. Co. goes to conditional use for basic shoreline development. 
Requiring conditional use for a residential mooring buoy costs the 
county a significant amount of overhead, and the process should 
be much simpler for a basic shoreline use. Solenne Walker noted 

other permits required for conditional use which tie up resources 

(Hydraulic Project Approvals (HPAs), Army Corps of Engineers). 
 
Timeline- still early in the process. County officials are planning to 
create a task force to identify issues in the planning phase. 
Commissioner Brotherton will let the MRC know when this task 
force is forming, but it is not open yet.  
 
Update on proposed construction at the Point Whitney 
boat ramp. Washington Dept. of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) 

received $540,000 in funding through the Recreation and 
Conservation Office (RCO) to replace the Point Whitney boat 
ramp. This is an important ecological area, but there have been 
no proposed site alternatives or design alternatives. The current 
design is for a 12ft wide, 134ft long boat ramp with concrete mat 
shoulders. Commissioner Brotherton will be meeting with 
community members who are excited about the project. County 
officials feel neutral so far, but are unsatisfied with the lack of 
alternatives proposed. WDFW has said that for the amount of 
money available, this is the only option besides not rebuilding at 

all. 
 
Herb Beck Marina (Quilcene) is closest alternative boat ramp. 
Triton Cove would be the closest to the south.  
 
Bryan DeCaterina reported that there is a healthy eelgrass bed in 
the vicinity. The new boat ramp would go right into it. The boat 
ramp is being rebuilt because it is in disrepair/almost nonexistent. 
Bryan only sees people walking dogs or diving at that site.  

 
Several members posed the rhetorical question: if you replace 
the ramp with the same design as the existing ramp then who’s 
to say it would function better? 
 
Neil asked how much use it would get. Roy says it used to be 
used quite a bit more, but much less now as WDFW doesn’t have 
a Point Whitney office anymore. Bryan noted that the Quilcene 

marina has long lines during fishing openers.  
 

Emily Bishop noted that we shouldn’t necessarily be opposed to 
construction of public access boat ramps, because they may be a 
preferred alternative to permitting private access points. Solenne 
pointed out that public access points require lots of other 
resources like parking and bathroom facilities. She stated that 
ramps promote fuel based water uses.  
 
WDFW has started the permit process and this project is still in 
the beginning phases.  

 

Administrative Comments on NWSI retreat questions 

 
Jeff Taylor- Every year there is a retreat to discuss the Northwest 
Straits Initiative (NWSI) mission. The NWSI is our parent 
organization, which is in place to help us with projects. They 
want to know how to better support us, and talk about what 

Monica will look into updating the 

Port Townsend City Council on MRC 
activities 
 
Monica will follow up on Shore 
Friendly information for Jeff. Co.  
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MRCs can be doing better. Lucas (director of the Northwest 
Straits Commission, part of NWSI) wanted feedback before the 
next retreat about what they’re doing well, or how they might 
improve. The following discussion addressed the list of questions. 
 
1. Regarding educating county leaders and recruiting county 
elected officials: 
 
• Jeff believes we do well with county involvement and 

recruitment compared to other counties, while other 
counties may be stronger at getting more people involved 
with new projects. 

• Greg thinks we do a great job of educating county leaders 
on the need for the MRC, and full-time staff support.   

• Neil thinks we get good involvement from elected officials 
through Commissioner Brotherton and Port Commissioner 
Pam Petranek.  

• Judy says the MRC has been on Port Townsend City 
Council’s radar on and off. Public Works is aware of the 
MRC. Cheryl, the previous MRC Coordinator, used to do 
periodic presentations to keep City Council informed- not 
sure when the last one was. Judy got involved with the MRC 
during an SMP update to learn more during the process. 
Judy says it’s hard to get on the City Council agenda, so the 
most effective way is for the MRC Coordinator or otherwise 

rep to use the City’s public comment period to give an 

overview and state interest in providing a longer 
presentation if they request it on their agenda. 

 
Regarding recruitment of non-MRC volunteers for projects, a 
number of volunteers come from the WSU Extension’s beach 
naturalist course, and volunteers specifically for rain garden 
projects come from the master gardener course. Beach 
naturalists volunteer on forage fish teams and with olympia 
oyster activities. Neil thinks we’re doing well.  

 
• Monica thinks many projects don’t require more volunteers 

but looking into recruitment strategies may become more 
important as we take on more projects.  

• Solenne asked if Jeff. Co. has an active Shore Friendly 
program. Darcy McNamara used to run it. May be a useful 
tool.  

• Jeff would like to brainstorm more recruitment ideas. Betsy 
Carlson says Port Townsend Marine Science Center (PTMSC) 
may be source but just need to coordinate. Jeff wondered if 

we know any American Canoe Association (ACA) certified 
kayakers. 

 
Regarding holding joint MRC meetings, we didn’t do a joint MRC 
meeting last year. Two years ago we had a potluck joint meeting 
with Clallam and Island Counties. In the past, we’ve done a joint 
meeting with Clallam MRC hosted at Jamestown. Island County 
has meetings on the same day as us (first Tuesdays). Joint 
meetings are usually in the summer. 

 
In terms of seeking opportunities to work with Tribes, we have 
some engagement with the Tribes through projects with Neil and 
Emily. Troy would like to include the Tribes more. Jamestown 
S’Klallam Tribe (JSK) is involved in the olympia oyster project. 
Tribes with Usual and Accustomed fishing areas within east Jeff. 
Co.: JSK, PGST, Lower Elwha Klallam, Skokomish, Suquamish, 
Tulalip, Swinomish, Lummi. Tribal connection is okay but could 
be improved.  

 

We have good support from county staff. (Addressing a similar 
question about identifying staff who are enthusiastic is more 
applicable to other MRCs which feel less supported.) 
 
Regarding development of outreach tools to raise awareness of 
the MRC, we could do better. Greg noted that while Digging for 
Dinner is an excellent event, it is not clear to attendees that it is 
an MRC event. We need to do a better job showing ourselves. 
Neil noted that the olympia oyster story in the paper is an 

example of how we can raise our profile, and the paper is always 
looking for stories. PT Leader writer Lily Haight has an impressive 

writing ability. Roy asked if we have signage at rain gardens. 
Some rain gardens have signs, but they may be needed at newer 
ones. Larger conversation to be continued.  
 

 
Monica will reach out to Clallam 
and Island Co. MRC coordinators 
about a joint meeting  
 
Report back after symposium new 
ideas or thoughts on projects 
 
Tell Monica if you want to see 
anything on the Jeff. Co. website  
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Regarding recruitment of local, state, federal decision-makers, 
Neil thinks we have good local representation through county 
officials as local decision-makers. 
 
2.  In terms of MRC member recruitment, we recently had a 
surplus of applicants. Neil is impressed and appreciates everyone 
stepping up. Turnover is worrisome but we’ve gained some really 
good people.  
 
3. We don’t have a problem cultivating MRC leadership. We have 
opted to have two chairs. Our co-chairs appreciate being able to 
trade off leading meetings. It was noted that one county has had 
a hard time finding a chair. One exercise we can do that another 
county has had success with, in terms of identifying project 
leads, is to put up a large piece of paper on the wall and have 
members place dots next to the projects they would be 
interested in leading. This was a useful exercise to determine 
project lead roles and identify gaps.  
 
4. MRC members are looking forward to the April 3rd symposium, 
to generate project ideas. Brenda Johnson noted that this is a 
huge topic, and there needs to be focus on a gap analysis on 
regional projects that aren’t happening, for MRCs to step in. It’s 
hard for new members to propose new projects until they 
understand where there is need, so the April 3rd symposium will 

be useful. Jeff agrees that the symposium will help to see what 

other groups are working on, and maybe use some of their ideas. 
 
• Judy gave some history on the early days of the MRCs. 

Members picked great projects but didn’t consider the long-
term commitment being made. There needs to be 
discussion about end dates when scoping out new projects. 
That’s one reason why our group has limited capacity for 
new projects, because continuing projects still require 
resources. 

• Monica says having a lead for the Education & Outreach 
subcommittee to help discuss projects and continuing 
efforts will be helpful. Organizing a retreat for our MRC may 
be good to get ideas flowing. Something to look at this year 
or next.  

 
5. The group was asked if they have any new project ideas.  
• Greg proposed forage fish monitoring at the Duckabush 

River estuary before the large restoration project happening 
down there. Judy noted that the Northwest Straits 

Foundation (also part of the NWSI) may be able to get 
money, but we should consider whether our staff have the 
capacity to oversee another fund source.  

• Troy proposed a herring hatchery, involving growing eggs in 
the bay. The angler’s club is doing it, and there’s one in 
Mats Mats Bay for bait.  

• Betsy is open to the idea of looking at joint projects with 
PTMSC.  

• Jeff’s neighbor wants to check Discovery Bay for derelict 

gear. In the past others have reported it’s too expensive to 
remove gear in Discovery Bay. High schoolers have come to 
our meetings in the past looking for projects to do with their 
underwater drone. Maybe students would be into visually 
surveying. Technology is getting a lot cheaper. Multiple 
school age groups may be into this. There is one robotics 
group at the high school, and a separate group does the 
underwater robotics. Betsy may know who to connect with. 
Solenne is our rep to the Maritime Discovery Schools (MDS) 

program. Sarah Rubenstein (lead of MDS) would be the one 

to ask about engaging kids. They’re always looking for ideas 
for older kids. Retrieving lost gear is a separate issue 
because it requires diving, boats, and disposal areas, but 
mapping alone is very useful. Tariffs have hit geoduck 
industry so aquatic land managers are coming up with 
projects for state divers, and Solenne is finding that having 
mapped areas on hand is very useful for speeding up 
recovery actions. No one else volunteered to assist with this 
project at this stage, but Solenne is willing to liaison at the 

MDS meeting in April.  
• Judy mentioned the Skillmation program for mentoring 

students. It involves logging in to the online platform and 
indicating your interests and ability to contribute, then they 
connect you with students who are interested. She knows 
there’s a science teacher who is looking for speakers to 
come. 
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• Pam asked what studies have been done on the health of 
Quilcene Bay. There is concern by residents and frequent 
beach closures. There’s talk of things changing but unsure 
whether this has been studied. Solenne noted that the 
County Health Department does monitoring. Neil said 
herring surveys are conducted by WDFW, there are water 
quality reports from WA Department of Health, 

Environmental Health does fecal contaminant source 
tracking, and Ecology does sediment monitoring. Judy 
mentioned that Sound IQ may have more monitoring 
information.  

• Cliff Moore noted that WSU Extension directors received an 
email that college students are looking for capstone 
projects, which may be an opportunity to reach out to 
students. A group of students recently went to PA for code 
revision projects. Judy said Huxley on the Peninsula has 
students as well. Neil has worked with students from UW 

School of Environmental and Marine Affairs in the past. 
 
6. Regarding how the NWS Commission can help, it was noted 
that supplies like GPS units and forage fish sampling equipment 
are nice to get.  
 
6:33pm Dave Peterson arrived, 6:35 Cliff Moore arrived.  
 

Comments on MRC symposium agenda 

Neil stated that it looks like a useful agenda. Brenda gave 
feedback that it would be helpful to have examples/MRC case 
studies which have come to fruition and are thought to be 
successful. This way, people can get the story from start to finish 
and see what was successful (or not). It helps to know what has 
been happening on the ground. Greg reports that he received 
very little on-boarding, and that orientations for new board 
members is helpful. A book of past projects may be useful.   
 

Neil has gone back through NWSC newsletters for historical 
context. He saw a presentation about olympia oyster restoration 
near Anacortes at an MRC conference, which inspired him to 
work on them.   
 
Brenda commented that there are project descriptions on the 
websites of all MRCs but the same project is described in very 
different ways, such that you can’t even tell that it’s the same 
project between counties. A time series analysis of what we’ve 
accomplished would be useful. Jeff agreed, and that that would 

also be a useful project for seeking funding. Solenne commented 
that the different MRC websites are very useful.  
 

Current and 
Upcoming 
Projects  

Sewer Outfall (Dave)- There will be a workshop with City 
Council on Monday March 9th 6:30pm. Tonight is an overview, 
but Dave offered to come back for a more in-depth presentation.  
 
Dave is a city engineer but environmental engineer by training 
with expertise in wastewater. There is a leak in the current PT 

sewer outfall, and Ecology has ordered the city to replace it. The 
city was working on it 10yrs ago but got a new permit which 
requires fixing it. They worked on a new facility plan to then 
replace the outfall. This went through City Council, the State 
Environmental Protection Act (SEPA) process, and was accepted 
by Ecology. Next phase of permitting is with the Army Corps of 
Engineers.  
 
The process for the outfall itself will go through SEPA. The plan is 

to replace the pipe, restore eelgrass, and monitor recovery for 5 

years.  
 
Currently, the outfall is thought to be a thriving environment, not 
causing any adverse impacts. The area experiences lots of 
mixing, and there has been some controversy over whether there 
is a gap in bull kelp. Bryan noted that Marine Surveys and 
Assessments did not find a gap in kelp, but actually kelp was 
most dense at the outfall.  
 

The least expensive alternative is to take material on a barge, lay 
the pipe, put material back and replant. Kelp grows because of 

substrate.  
 
There will be impacts from construction, and continuing impacts 
through wastewater. There have been comments on nitrogen in 
the wastewater which affects kelp. Problems occur when nitrogen 

Follow up with Dave about 
presenting further on the PT City 
outfall at the next meeting  
 
Monica will ask NWSF about “as 
opportunities arise” question in 

terms of liability coverage while 
volunteering with other 
organizations that align with our 
Education and Outreach efforts 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 



Page 6 of 8 

causes an algae bloom and the algae dies and decomposition 
consumes oxygen. Our outfall has diffusers and is in a mixing 
zone. It is required to meet water quality standards for mixing. 
Tests are done at slack tide, so there is even more mixing when 
currents are distributing water. He doesn’t think nitrogen is a 
significant impact at our outfall because there aren’t huge land-
based inputs. He believes this is a bigger problem in South Puget 
Sound.  
 
Is there a less detrimental way to construct the outfall? 
Microtunneling is tough because there is a lot of cobble at this 
site. It is also risky as it costs several thousand dollars to 
investigate whether it’s possible. If you hit an impenetrable rock 
you have to start the tunneling process over.  
 
Capacity is related to tide level. Long term this will be a pipe we 
can pump against higher tides. The proposed design is an 
upgrade from 18-inch pipe to 24-inch pipe.  
 
The cost will be $3-4 million for cut and cover. Cost would be 
twice that to microbore with the possibility of failure, and they 
would still need to cut-and-cover where the diffuser would be 
placed. On-land options aren’t feasible because there isn’t a use 
for the water. Port Hadlock is looking at an option that will cost 
$15 million, which would be much more expensive in Port 

Townsend since the city has a larger population. Aquifer recharge 

was addressed. It is not possible to line existing pipe, because a 
temporary pipe would be needed and would cause its own 
impact.  
 
They could go out another 500 ft but that involves impacting 
more kelp, without getting a significant change in dilution. There 
may be better uses for the amount of money it would take to 
extend the pipe. 
 

Bryan noted that since restoration is such an unknown for kelp 
species, impacted kelp would probably be considered a loss. 
 
The group agreed it would be great to get a longer presentation.  
 
No Anchor Zones – no report 
 
Crabber Outreach – no report 
 
Kelp Monitoring (Jeff) - Someone asked a question about 

kayak insurance to Don Hunger (NWSF director). In the future, 
we may need an ACA certified guide present for surveys. Alan 
Clark (Clallam MRC) is working with Dana Oster (NWSC project 
manager) and Don to figure it out. There is an associated 
expense, so either Don will change his answer about requiring 
this, or we need to look at funding. We may look to the kayak 
guide guy at Fort Worden, or another connection who Betsy 
knows. This may end up being a paid position.  
 

Forage Fish (Jeff) – WDFW is piloting a tablet- and smart 
phone-based form for data entry and management, which will 
save an hour of data entry for the person who used to send in 
data. 
 
Looking at starting a new index site at Dabob Bay. Lisa Hillier is 
coming up on the 18th, to assess the site as well as train MRC 
volunteers in using the new form. Sarah Fisken will recruit new 

volunteers.   
 

The MRC currently has one index site (Discovery Bay), and will be 
doing one last year of monitoring at Fort Townsend State Park.     
 
Rain Gardens (Monica) - Bob worked with a city engineer to list 
potential sites for the next rain garden installations. The master 
gardener coordinator sent postcards to 80 professionals about 
the upcoming rain garden training workshops. So far, 11 
volunteers have also signed up, committing 10hrs of volunteer 
service. 

 

Oly Oysters (Neil) – This year they will add shell at Discovery 
Bay at the spit and lagoon side and under the power lines. Neil 
will talk to Gordon about getting shell from Taylor Shellfish. He 
checked on last year’s babies, which settled on shell spread at 
the spit last spring and they were covered in olympia oysters.  
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Cliff and Dave departed at 7:25 pm. 
 

Project Planning 
& Priorities 
 

Projects missing leads (Education & Outreach, Kelp 
Monitoring, Rain Gardens, Shoreline Master Program Update) 
 
Brenda volunteered to be the Education& Outreach (E&O) lead. 
 
Other members can/should lead smaller projects under the E&O 
umbrella. Annual plan was due in January for E&O, so this 
subcommittee should meet to discuss plans. 
 
Judy reminded the group that if you have a majority of people 
from the overall MRC on the subcommittee, then meetings are 
subject to the Open Public Meeting Act and need to be noticed.  
 
Solenne is attending MDS meetings and involved with an 

additional education project with Cheryl. Sarah (MDS) wants to 
do a presentation in May or June. Monica is meeting with her 
soon.  
 
Everything has an outreach component. Monica will talk to 
someone at NWSF to have a heading for “as opportunities arise” 
regarding liability coverage of external outreach opportunities 
that align with E&O efforts. 
 
Brenda inquired what being the lead means. Neil responded that 

in general, the lead can work with the MRC staff to set up 
subcommittee meetings, then fill in the calendar at said 
meetings. Staff involvement can be project dependent as some 
projects operate independently. At the beginning of leading a 
project, work closely with MRC staff.  
 
Cheryl offered to give an orientation to the Jeff. Co. MRC for new 
folks. Bryan, Roy, Brenda, Frank, Monica, and Betsy were 
interested, but absent members should be polled for interest. 

 
Monica will lead forage fish at Fort Townsend State Park because 
it’s the last year. Jackie Gardner will manage email list.  
 
Emily volunteered to be kelp monitoring lead. Jeff would like to 
pass off data entry responsibilities. 
 
Rain Gardens- Judy will be tentative lead depending on how 
much volunteer coordination Bob or MRC staff will still do. She 
can coordinate locations with city public works, and may also be 

able to help out with county. Port Commissioner Petranek can 
help point out to port properties that may be candidates.  
 
Judy is staff lead on SMP update for the city. How the MRC 
interacts will be differently between city and county based on 
how much money they have to fund public participation. What 
kind of input does the MRC want to have? At the staff level, some 
revisions are planned which have been problems for staff and 
stakeholders. For example- the approval process for raising the 

height of bulkheads, and the extent to which sea level rise is 
addressed. Neil asked if presentations from city and county are 
possible to get updates and gauge how much input the group 
would like to have. Having Judy as report out on the agenda may 
be useful to keep in the loop without anyone making the 
commitment to be project lead. Solenne would like to hear SMP 
updates to compare with other counties.  
 
Solenne asked what events are the MRC committed to every 

year. Notable events are listed below. 

 
Digging for Dinner We would like to do two events this year, 
depending on availability of WDFW staff. There has been talk of 
moving locations because popularity increased harvest pressure 
which ended the season early at that site. Camille Speck (WDFW) 
may suggest moving it around.  
 
Wooden Boat Festival Yes, we are doing it. 
 

Searching for Seaweed Was a good event. Does cost some 
money. Nancy Slick was hired to guide the event, and she also 

teaches about edible wild plants at the Food Co-op.  
 
Budget Amendment (2020-21) April 10th deadline. Monica 
mainly wants amendments for 2nd fiscal year. WA state funds 
need to be spent by the end of June. Money is available by 

Brenda will lead Education & 
Outreach 
 
Emily will lead Kelp Surveys 
 
Monica will lead Fort Townsend 
State Park Forage Fish Monitoring 
 
Judy will liaison with county and 
city on rain gardens, will discuss 
commitment with Bob to consider 
being official Rain Garden project 
lead 
 

Judy will give periodic SMP 
updates. Exec Committee should 
check when she would like to be on 
the agenda. 
 
Monica to set up orientation with 
Cheryl Lowe for new members 
 
Emily will coordinate with Jeff to 
pass off entry of the Kobo Toolbox 

data. Keep Solenne in the loop as 
well.   
 
Monica will check in with team 
leads to spend money. Progress 
update to be completed at next 
meeting.  
 
Find dates WDFW staff are 

available for Digging for Dinner 
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project. Let Monica know if we have ideas for spending funds 
through June 30. Neil reports that the olympia oyster project will 
buy shell with their project’s money, and contractual funds may 
be used on boats.  
 
For the second fiscal year, need to determine funding needs for 
monitoring projects, education and outreach and Olympia 
oysters. Monica filled it in tentatively using the first year’s 
awarded amount. Mull it over and talk about it ideally before the 
next meeting, otherwise she will work with project leads. 
 

Recent Meeting 
Reports 
 

February NWSI meeting (Jeff) - Met by WebEx and discussed 
kayak insurance issue. 
 
February Straits ERN Meeting (Neil/Monica) – Presentation by 
Paul Cereghino with NOAA Restoration Center, about improving 

processes around projects. WSU was awarded the Strait ERN LIO 
NEP allocation which will fund the Stream Stewards course. North 
Olympic Salmon Coalition (NOSC) got funding as well. 
 

  

PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

Public Comments – none. 
 
 

  

MRC Roundtable/ 
Announcements 

Coffee with Port Townsend City Manager 9-10:30am Fridays in 
March starting 3/6/2020 at Sunrise Coffee. 
 

Betsy attended a training on fecal contamination monitoring of 
public swimming beaches through Washington State’s BEACH 
program. PTMSC monitors Fort Worden. County monitors Oak 
Bay County Park, Herb Beck Marina, and may begin to monitor 
Mystery Bay. North Beach is not monitored. There should be a 
sign at North Beach saying there’s a sewage outfall.  
 
Judy attended a day and a half workshop about flood proofing 
historic buildings in Tacoma/Olympia. The workshop was mostly 

for architects but focused on sea level rise and storm damage. 
They had maps of inundation and discussed evaluating when it is 
no longer economically feasible to maintain coastal buildings. 
There are cases where property is within 3 mortgage cycles of 
becoming worthless. She shared the statistic that 30% of gulf 
coast wetlands and 65% California beaches will be gone by 2100. 
Retreat may be the only option in some cases. Tuesday seminars 
are available through the coastal network website 
washingtoncoastalnetwork.org. 
 

Emily and Neil are planning to attend the Salish Sea Ecosystem 
Conference. 
 
Bryan shared that a forage fish survey training happening at 
Padilla Bay through the Coastal Training Network.  
 
Next meeting will be April 7th.  
 

   

 ADJOURNMENT Meeting was adjourned at 8:04.  

 

Commissioner Brotherton moved to 

adjourn, seconded by Troy 
McKelvey. Motion passed.  
 

 

 


