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Jefferson County Marine Resources Committee
2022 Rain Gardens Summary Report
Project Overview
The Jefferson County Marine Resources Committee (MRC) is working with partners to build a
network of rain gardens in suitable, priority locations across East Jefferson County. Rain
gardens treat stormwater runoff, removing contaminants and improving water quality to benefit
nearshore and marine ecosystems. Expected outcomes of this project include reduced flow of
contaminated stormwater and increased understanding about stormwater issues through
volunteer engagement in rain garden installations and maintenance.
Project Lead: Janette Mestre
Subcommittee Members: Troy McKelvey, Heather Burns, Brenda Johnson
October 2021 – September 2022 Rain Garden Activities
This year, the MRC primarily focused on tackling a backlog of maintenance needs at established
rain gardens and installed one new rain garden in Port Hadlock. Volunteers contributed a total
of 147.5 hours to the rain garden project this year. Through assessing rain garden maintenance
needs, the MRC inventoried all the rain gardens it has installed to date, correcting previous
reports. With the new rain garden added this year, the MRC has co-sponsored a total of 17 rain
garden installations to date across East Jefferson County – 12 in Port Townsend, 2 in Port
Hadlock and 3 in Quilcene.
January 17 – The Project Lead, Janette, and MRC member Brenda visited rain gardens
throughout Port Townsend to assess maintenance needs.
March 18 – The subcommittee organized a rain garden work party attended by the MRC
Coordinator, project lead (Janette), three MRC members (Frank, Betsy, Troy), and two
community volunteers – a Beach Naturalist/Stream Steward trainee (Vern) and a Master
Gardener (Annalee). The group weeded and added mulch to the rain gardens at
Franklin/Adams Streets, Garfield/Madison Streets, and Garfield/Adams Streets.
April 29 – The subcommittee organized a second rain garden work party attended by the MRC
Coordinator, Project Lead (Janette), two MRC Members (Troy, Frank), and five community
volunteers – four Beach Naturalist trainees (Rose, Steven, Anne, Vern) and one Master
Gardener (Ellen). Volunteers helped with maintenance of the rain gardens at Lincoln/Adams
Streets and Water/Monroe Streets.
July 7 – Bob (WSU Extension), the MRC Coordinator, and two MRC members (Brent, Troy)
helped to remove a thick batch of thistle, dandelions, and various grasses going to seed at the
Franklin and Adams Streets rain garden.
July 29 – The subcommittee organized a third rain garden work party attended by Bob (WSU),
the MRC Coordinator, subcommittee members (Janette, Troy), and five community
volunteers (Vern, David, Ellen, Rose, Collin) to weed and mulch the gardens at
Franklin/Adams Streets and Benton/Clay Streets.
August 17 – The subcommittee organized a fourth work party attended by Bob (WSU), the MRC
Coordinator, one MRC member (Troy), and six community volunteers (Ann, Ellery, Lauren,
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Robert, Vern, Lisa) to weed and mulch the gardens at Lincoln/Adams Streets and
Garfield/Adams Streets.
September 28 – The MRC, in close partnership with WSU Extension and the Native Plant
Salvage Foundation, installed a new rain garden in Port Hadlock with the help of 11
community volunteers, 2 MRC members (Janette, Sarah), Erica Guttman (Native Plant
Salvage Foundation) and two of her volunteers (Taghi Ghanaie and Joe Bauman), Bob
Simmons (WSU Extension), and the MRC Coordinator.
Rain Garden Maintenance Needs Assessment
In January, the Project Lead, Janette, and subcommittee member Brenda visited rain gardens
throughout the City of Port Townsend to assess maintenance needs, generating a list of rain
gardens in need of weeding, mulching, redesign (e.g., improper drainage), and new interpretive
signage. See photos and notes for each rain garden below.

***Note that it was determined the #8 (Point Hudson) and #14 (Monroe & Lawrence St) rain
gardens were not funded or co-sponsored by the MRC. These were installed by WSU Extension,
though MRC members may have volunteered to help.
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Rain Garden Maintenance
For rain garden maintenance, the Jefferson MRC recruited volunteers from the Master Gardeners
program, WSU Beach Naturalists and Stream Stewards trainings, and broader community. The
MRC organized four work parties between March and August to address maintenance needs at
the rain gardens located at Franklin/Adams Streets (x2), Garfield/Madison Streets,
Garfield/Adams Streets (x2), Lincoln/Adams Streets (x2), Water/Monroe Streets, and
Benton/Clay Streets. These work parties involved pulling weeds, trimming overgrown plants,
and adding mulch to prevent new weeds from establishing. The MRC Coordinator and two
MRC members (Troy, Brent) also helped Bob Simmons (WSU Extension) remove a thick batch
of thistle going to seed at the Franklin and Adams Streets rain garden, addressing this rain garden
a third time within the last year. Maintenance will continue to be a focal point going forward.
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The MRC plans to hire an intern to help organize workdays and develop an Adopt-a-Rain
Garden program to engage community members in stewarding neighborhood rain gardens.
Photos

March 18: Rain garden work party – Betsy, Frank, Troy, Janette and Annalee weeding the
Franklin and Adams Streets rain garden. Photo by Monica Montgomery.

March 18: Rain garden work party – Troy, Betsy, Janette, Vern, and Frank at the Garfield and
Adams Streets rain garden. Photo by Monica Montgomery.
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March 18: Vern, Betsy, Frank, Troy and Janette pulling weeds and trimming Zone 1 plants at
the Garfield and Adams Streets rain garden. Photo by Monica Montgomery.

March 18: Rain garden work party – Frank spreading mulch at the Franklin and Adams Streets
rain garden. Photo by Monica Montgomery.
7

April 29: Rain garden work party – Volunteers pulling weeds at the Lincoln and Adams Streets
rain garden. Photo by Monica Montgomery.

April 29: Rain garden work party – Community volunteers Anne, Rose and Steven stewarding
the Lincoln and Adams Streets rain garden. Photo by Monica Montgomery.
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April 29: Rain garden work party – Green waste hauled away by a volunteer for composting.
Photo by Monica Montgomery.

July 29: Rain garden work party – Mulch delivery while volunteers remove weeds at the Benton
and Clay Streets rain garden. Photo by Monica Montgomery.
9

July 29: Community volunteer Rose putting final touches on the Benton and Clay Streets rain
garden, adding mulch to prevent moisture loss and weed invasion. Photo by Monica
Montgomery.

July 29: Rain garden work party – Community volunteer David removing stubborn thistle from
the Franklin and Adams Streets rain garden. Photo by Monica Montgomery.
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August 17: Rain garden work party – Volunteers removing grasses from the Lincoln and Adams
Streets rain garden. Photo by Monica Montgomery.

August 17: Vern, a dedicated community volunteer with the MRC’s rain garden project, here at
Lincoln and Adams Streets. Photo by Monica Montgomery.

Rain Garden Installation
The MRC installed a new rain garden in Port Hadlock on September 28th, to treat some of the
stormwater flowing from nearby roads (Irondale Road and Oak Bay Road), building rooftops,
and parking lots at the Kivley Center and into South Port Townsend Bay. This 18 x 22 feet rain
garden was installed just behind the buildings at The Kivley Center in Port Hadlock (see the
yellow star on the map below).
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The Jefferson MRC worked
closely with WSU Extension
and the Native Plant Salvage
Foundation. Bob Simmons
(WSU Extension) developed the
rain garden structural design and
coordinated the excavation, soil
fill-in and mulch delivery. Erica
Guttman with the Native Plant
Salvage Foundation selected
plants based on function and site
suitability and oversaw the care
and delivery of the plants. She
also provided two volunteers for
the installation, to help with
plant care, transfer of plants and
Photo of the excavated site, filled-in with bioretention soil.
Photo by Bob Simmons.
supplies from Olympia to Port
Hadlock, and with the installation itself. The MRC covered the costs of excavation, soil, mulch,
and plants; managed installation invoices and reporting obligations; and recruited volunteers. In
total, 15 volunteers (including 2 MRC members) contributed 46.5 hours alongside 3 staff to
install the Port Hadlock rain garden. This rain garden adds to a total of 17 rain gardens that have
been co-sponsored by the MRC, functioning to collect and treat stormwater before flowing into
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the marine and nearshore environments across East Jefferson County. The MRC plans to install
1-2 additional rain gardens in the coming year.
Photos

Photo by Monica Montgomery

Photo by Monica Montgomery
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Photo by Erica Guttman

Photo by Monica Montgomery
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Photo by Monica Montgomery

Photo by Monica Montgomery
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Photo by Monica Montgomery

Photo by Erica Guttman
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Photo by Monica Montgomery

Photo by Erica Guttman
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