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2020Rain GardensSummary Report

This reportincludes a summary of rain garden project activities in East Jefferson County
between October 2019 and September 20®0udingdetails forthetwo rain garden
installations partnershipsphotos andresults ofthe min garderwebinar

Project Lead: Judy Surber
Subcommittee Members:Troy McKelvey, Heather Burns, Pam Petranek, Brenda Johnson

Project overview

The Jefferson MR@vorks closelywith WSU Extension, the City of Port Townsend, and other
partners to build a network of rain gardens in suitable, priority locations throughout East
Jefferson CountyRain gardens treat stormwater runoff, removing contaminants and improving
water quality to benefit eelgrass habitat, shellfish beds and other adjacent subtidedetated
areas.Expected outcomes of this project include reduced flow of contaminated stormwater and
increased understanding about stormwater issues throughees@mgagement in rain garden
workdays Despitechallengesvith COVID-19this year the JeffersomMRC was able to

complete thenstallation oftwo rain gardes, in Juneand September &02Q adding to a total
cumulative area of 9,116 sq. fibr all 122 MRC cosponsored rain gardens in the last 6 yaafes.
adapted teafety guidelines bkioding a virtual twoepart rain garden trainini@r professionals
andhigh-level volunteersn place ofwhat was originallyplannedo be ann-person workshop
Additionally, rain garden workdays were limited to staff members, ensuring only 5 or less people
were on site and wearing face masks in compliance with c&rage 2nd WSUguidelines.

Partnerships

This year, thelefferson MRC worked closely with WSU Jefferson County Extension, the Native
Plant Salvage Foundatiotihe Cape George community associattbe, City of Port Townsend,

and homeowners fronting the Clay and Benton rain garBenthe first rain garden stallation

at Cape Georgehe MRC and WSU Extension worked with the Cape George community to
identify the rain garden location and to select plants baseesiredfunctions and aesthetics.

The Cape George community contributedhtepurchasef materials, including plants, rock,

deer fencing, irrigation pipe and fittings. They also directly contributed sweat and time towards
the installation, helping with the excavation and caretaking of plants which sat much longer than
anticipated due to the ldg's following the Stay Home order restrictiorisative Plant Salvage
Foundation stafimemberErica Guttman recommended which plants should be planted based on
community needs and ability to maintain the rain garden, and she directly helped with the
instdlation. An AmeriCorp volunteer with the FoundatioWSU Master Gardener Cooraitor,

Bob Simmonsand the Jefferson MRC Coordinatdsodirectly helped with the installation.

For the second rain garden installatiordptown Port Townsendhe MRC ad WSU Extension

worked closely with the City of Port Townsendihe City generated a list of potential rain

garden sites for the MRC to select fromaived permit fees, excavated and graded the selected
site under Bobd&s s up e rwithrain garden sos miy grdvided chulca nd b a
and placed rock/concrete fill as necessary to prevent erosion near the inflow and outflow areas.
WSU Extension Faculty lead Bob Simmons developed the rain garden design, worked with City



engineers angdlanners obtained approval from landowneend directly helped with the
installation The Native Plant Salvage Foundatgiaff member Erica Guttmaserved as the
plant consultantTheir staff procured the plants, developedplaat designandprovidedtools
Theyagaindonated their AmeriCorps volunteétsne toward the secondhstallations The
WSU Master Gardener Coora@itor, Bob Simmonsnd the Jefferson MRC Coordinatdso
directly helped with the installation.

Rain Garden Installations

The first rain garden installation occurred on Juri® 88d 23 in the Cape George community,

a private residential community located about four miles west and slightly south of Port
Townsend. It is a high visibility site within this private communsiyiated adjacently to a
frequented walking trail and upland from a small community beach park. The site sits at the
bottom of two hills along Colman Road, and drains into the NE portion of Discovery Bay where
the bay opens up to the Strait of Juan deaFuc

Locationof thefirst rain garden Along Colman Road, between Sunset Boulevard and Colman
Drive, in theCape George communityhe dimensions of the Cape George rain gaeter22 x
32 feet

40-130 Colman Rd
Port Townsend, WA 98368




The second rain garden installatioccurred on September'2at the NW corner of Clay and
Benton StreetsiiUptown Port TownsendThe homeownerarevery enthusiastic about having a
rain garden to help with the runoff here awdwilling to help maintain it. Surrounding
neighborsare also very supportivel his neighborhood experiences significant traffic by
pedestrians and cyclists avoiding the much busier Lawrence Street that runs parallel to Clay
Street, making this particulaite an ideal education opportunity. On the day of installation,
about 2630 pedestrians, cyclists, and drivers stopped by to express appreciation for the rain
garden installatiortHaving a rain garden at this site will also reduce the stormwater runoff
flowing to the rain garden at the Jefferson County Courthouse, wbiasionally becomes
over whel med when there is more than 0.250

Locationof the second rain gardeifhe NW corner of Benton and Clay streets (615 Benton
Street) in Port Townsel. The approximated dimensions for this rain garden @re4D feet.
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Photos

First rain garden installation ab@e George







