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2020 Kelp Monitoring Summary  Report 

North Beach East Kelp Bed in Port Townsend, WA 

 

 

This report contains general information about the bull kelp monitoring project at the North 

Beach bull kelp bed in Port Townsend, WA. Data sheets are submitted electronically to NWSC 

via KoBo Toolbox, copies of which are included at the end of this report along with some photos 

from the monitoring season. 

 

Project Lead: Emily Bishop 

Subcommittee Members: Brenda Johnson, Bryan DeCaterina, Solenne Walker, Nam Siu 

Additional Volunteers: Jeff Talyor, Judy DôAmore 

 

2020 Kelp Monitoring Season: 

 

April 29 - The kelp subcommittee met virtually to provide a project overview for newer MRC 

members, walk through the protocol, and set plans for 2020 surveys.  

May 5 - Jeff Taylor provided a virtual Kobo toolbox/Garmin basecamp training for Emily 

Bishop and the MRC Coordinator. 

May 6 - Four subcommittee members (Emily Bishop, Jeff Taylor, Brenda Johnson, and Brent 

Vadopalas) and the MRC Coordinator attended the NWSC kelp workshop, which included 

a kayak safety training. Others who went out to survey this season caught up on the safety 

training materials outside of the workshop. 

May 22 - Four subcommittee members (Jeff Taylor, Emily Bishop, Brenda Johnson, and Bryan 

DeCaterina) took part in on-the-water training at the North Beach site, in preparation for 

the monitoring season. Kelp subcommittee members practiced social distancing while 

wearing masks, following the recommendations of Jefferson Countyôs Public Health 

Officer.  

June 20 ï 1st survey of the season with 3 volunteers: Emily Bishop, Brenda Johnson, and Judy 

DôAmore. Volunteers found a shallow fringing bed between the tide line and ~8ft depth, 

then another deeper patch between ~17 and 23ft. The kelp appeared healthy, there were no 

epiphytes and small fish were jumping. 

July 18 ï 2nd survey of the season with 4 volunteers: Emily Bishop, Brenda Johnson, Bryan 

DeCaterina, and Solenne Walker. Volunteers observed the kelp to be healthy, with sori 

present. The kelp was found to be growing densely in the outer patch and inner fringing 

patch, with sparse bulbs in between. Other species observed include kelp crabs and perch. 

Tyler Cowdrey from DNR did some simultaneous drone surveys.  

August 16 ï 3rd survey of the season with 4 volunteers: Emily Bishop, Brenda Johnson, Solenne 

Walker, and Pam Petranek. Volunteers found a very dense outer patch and inner fringing 

patch, with sparse bulbs in between. Lots of small fish were also observed. They noted 

multiple reports of a very dense and healthy kelp bed further East from the monitoring site.  
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Overall Assessment for 2020 Bull Kelp Monitoring  

 

Reporting: 

Emily Bishop reported all kelp data collected through the KoBo Toolbox online platform. As the 

project lead, Emily also handled training newer MRC members on the monitoring protocol as 

well as organizing survey dates.   

 

General Observations: 

The shape of the North Beach kelp bed was very different this year. Over the last several years 

we had noted that the bed was moving farther offshore and formed a dumbbell or donut shape. 

This year, bull kelp was growing all the way up to the edge of the subtidal zone in what we 

called a "fringing" bed. There was also a deeper patch farther offshore, at the deep edge of where 

we had marked the bed boundary in previous years. Kelp grew between the fringing bed and 

deeper patch over the course of the season, though the two patches remained distinct because the 

kelp that filled in was more sparse. However, Emily assisted DNR biologists with their survey of 

the North Beach bed in September, and the bed had grown significantly since the August survey. 

The sparse kelp between the two patches had filled in enough to fully connect them. The DNR 

biologists noted that it was a late year for many other beds around the Sound, potentially due to 

the late onset of sunny weather this summer. Overall, the blades looked healthy as always, and 

we did not observe many kelp crabs. It will be interesting to look at the final results of Tyler 

Cowdrey's drone surveys to see how well our GPS boundary line aligns with the drone footage.  

 

Photos: 

 

May 22, 2020 on-the-water training ï photo by Emily Bishop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 4 

May 22, 2020 on-the-water training ï photo by Nam Siu 

 

 

May 22, 2020 ñdryò run ï photo by Jeff Taylor 
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June 20, 2020 first survey ï photo by Brenda Johnson 

 

July 18, 2020 second survey ï photo by Brenda Johnson 
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July 18, 2020 second survey ï aerial photos by Tyler Cowdrey, DNR 
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Data Sheets:  
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